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YA 
cAT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON...SO 
FRAUGHT WITH MEMORIES OF 
HOME ANDLOVED ONES...WE ALL 
HAVE A UNIFIED THOUGHT AND PURPOSE: 
NAMELY, TO SO DO OUR PARTICULAR 
CAPT OWBUTLER WORLD IN WHICH THE PHRASE’P&iceow jl CAPT. E.E.LARSON 
UROLOGY EARTH, GOOD WiLL TO MAN'S AWORK- CHIEF of SURGERY 
ING PRINCIPLE. 
MAY I TAKE THIS MEANS OF 
EXTENDING SEASON'S GREETINGS TO 
MEMBERS OF THE STAFF AND PATIENTS 
ATTACHED TO THIS COMMAND. 


a a 
PAUL M. ALBRIGHT 
CAPT. MC USN 
MEDICAL OFFICER IN COMMAND 


CAPT. J.M. WRIGHT 
ORTHOPEDICS 
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DOWN THE HOME STRETCH 


The war might be likened to a race in that, after 
months and years of grooming and training, our combat 
teams are heginning to show thoroughbred form. 

Class will tell, and every day the news reports of our victories 
show that we out-class our adversaries. 

Those stationed ashore are apt to feel that these win- 
ning teams are something apart—something in which 
they have no share. 

Nothing could be further from the facts. 

No matter what small function is performed by those 
at home, it must be remembered that this function is 
part of a master plan whose worth is proven by the bat- 
Ue victories of our forces on land and sea. 

Let one of us fail to perform and the end result is seen in a 
sum total of many such failures causing hardships on the wide- 
spread battle fronts where failures mean one thing—DEFEAT. 

Our length of service will be determined in a great 
measure by our spirit. 

Now —like the thoroughbred straining to get his nose over the 
line—it is up to every individual in the service to do his utmost 
to keep our great teams rolling along to their final aim—COM- 
PLETE VICTORY. 
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“We Lift Our Battered Helmets” 


(The above quotation is that of General Vandergriff, and was the 
inspiration for the following poem.) 


By Mary O’Hare 


Aye, where fighting men assemble, 
On home or foreign scene, 

Will be retold the eulogy 

Of the battle-scarred Marine. 
Voicing a brave man’s tribute 

To the bravest of the brave! 

Heroes that shall live forever 
Where the Stars and Stripes wave— 
“We lift our battered helmets 

In tribute to those men!” 


When brave men shall foregather 
From the utmost ends of earth, 

Their epic cruise shall be retold 

Where courage knows no dearth! 
USS. SAN FRANCISCO led 

Between enemy ships and guns 
Her squadron through blazing gauntlet 
Nor dipped colors to Rising Suns! 
“We lift our battered helmets 

In tribute to those men!” 


With final “Battle Stations” sounded, 
For a doughty Admiral— 

The enemy routed; dispersed; 

Our Forces held Guadalcanal! 

Sheer, rugged, stark courage 

In every Solomon Isle and fen! 

Gave forth the perfect tribute 

By the heroic Marine when— 

“We lift our battered helmets 

In tribute to those men!” 
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+ AMO SEEIN' Tuer You Don't HAVE ye. Machi 
To DO.SIR, We THoucnt We wouLd LET), 
You PLAY SANTA CLAUS OT OUR CHRIST 


Detail Desk 


Chief Washburn is off the 
sick list and is back at the de- 
tail desk in the Hospital Corps 
office. 


This is not a new detail for the 
Chief. Before reporting for duty 
at this hospital on 18 September 
1944, he was on duty at the detail 
desk with Commander Service 
Force Pacific Fleet overseas. This 
activity handled detailing of 33,- 
000 hospital corpsmen throughout 
the “Pacific fleet. The average 
monthly turnover in that office 
was 600 men. 


Prior to that, Chief Washburn 
was on the detail desk at USNH, 
San Diego, California. 


Twenty-six years of service 
have given the Chief a verit- 
able storehouse of Navy 
“know how.” 


Send Your Aorta Home 


} 


Advancement 
in Rate 


The following advancements in 
rate were made during the month 
of November: 


To HA1/c—O. A. Brown (who 
topped the list with a mark of 3.9), 
W. L. Dundas, R. W. France, A. 
Goldman, W. L. Weir, L. J. Alex- 
ander, D. C. Beck, J. H. Beardsley, 
B. Brown, C. C. Creekmore, O. T. 
Gibson, B. Kaufman, J. W. Kirk, 
H. R. Stoller, E. C. Angell, J. F. 
Boehning, F. M. Caldwell, F. G. 
Hunter, O. B. Kelley, D. C. McNeill, 
J. H. Pettigrew, A. C. Jones, S. M. 
Singer, D. A. Corwin, J. B. Misek, 
F. Phillips, R. Raben, D. R. Ray- 
man, C. R. Shell, D. Smith, J. B. 
Harvey, G. P. Smith, G. V. Blasin- 
game, E. W. Logan, E. Fishler, R. 
J. Prescott, I. R. Yarosh, R. E. 
Hodson. 


To PhM3/c—B. Illman and H. A. 
Johnson (both of whom topped the 
list with marks of 4.0), L. L. Hassie, 
J. F. O’Connell, B. S. Spellen, H. R. 
Foster, M. L. Jones, R. E. Kabel, 
R. F. King, H. Raleigh, E. B. Wil- 
bur, T. A. Gratton, R. Broyl, T. E. 
McCloskey, M. S. Rathbun, W. H. 
Reams, J. Kitchak, A. M. Roberson, 
W. E. Chadwick, P. Utter, B. A. 
Thompson, G, F. Elmore. 


SCOOP 


Capt. Allan Hancock will again 
bring his musical ensemble to our 
hospital. Time: 1915. Date: Decem- 
ber 27, 1944, Place: Auditorium. 

Lansing, Mich. (CNS) — A local 
resident, wed four weeks, asked the 
judge for a divorce. His complaint: 
“My eyeglasses were out of focus 
when I married her.” 
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Capt. P. M. Albright, Medical Officer in Command, is seen above accept- 
ing a check from members of the Long Beach Junior Chamber of Com- 


merce. 


This money will be used to furnish a ward solarium. 


The members 


of this Chamber of Commerce have been untiring in their efforts for the 
hospital—considering it as a valuable adjunct to Long Beach, worthy of 


civic pride. 


The Book Corner 


By Nancy Haynes, Librarian 
A Review of “The Green Years” 
by A. J. Cronin 

Shannon was orphaned when he 
was six years old. Having no rel- 
atives save his mother’s parents, 
he was sent to them by a kind 
neighbor in Dublin, to Scotland. Al- 
though his mother’s father had dis- 
owned his daughter upon her mar- 
riage to a gay, unthrifty, lovable 
Irishman, he had to take her son 
out of a sense of duty and family 
pride. 

The boy grew like a sapling in a 
strong, cold wind, blown and bent 
in his green years of disappoint- 
ment and struggle. Yet his dreams 
were not dimmed by circumstance 
and bitterness. He knew they would 
never materialize, yet there was 
some joy in keeping them as they 
were in his thinking; but he was 
wrong, for when he was 18 they 
were suddenly realized, and like a 
flood of sunshine coming unex- 
pectedly on a cold winter morning 
his life began anew. 

* oe OK 

Miss Virginia Parker, our second 
librarian, is a Californian. Her 
home is in Pomona, you would 
know this for in her speech now 
and then she speaks of inconven- 
jent times when her father’s or- 
ange grove had to be “smudged.” 
The smoke and dirt of smudging 
must be something that wives and 
families of orange growers dread. 


After finishing college at Po- 
mona, Miss Parker went to Library 
School at the University of Cali- 
fornia in Berkeley. She then 
worked at Stanford for several 
years in the library, then took a 
position at U.C.L.A. prior to com- 
ing to our hospital. 


You will see her a great deal at 
the desk or in the office of the 
library, and also on the C and B 
wards which she has taken over for 
ward trips. 

She is here to help you in the 
library and on the wards, and also 
to be your friend. 


Traffic Cop: “Use your noodle, 
lady—use your noodle!” 

Lady: “My goodness! Where is it? 
I’ve pushed and pulled everything 
in the car.” 


Did You Know 


That W. A. Sandige, civil em- 
ployee, is head gardner at this hos- 
pital? During the two years he has 
been here the planting of all greens 
and flowers has been under his 
supervision, 

His department raises all shrubs 
and flower plants from cuttings and 
seedings, making their purchase on 
the outside practically unnecessary. 

Ten men are on the landscape 
crew, but many more would be 
needed were it not for the modern 
equipment used by the department. 
Their proudest possession is a lawn 
mower that cuts a 10-foot swath. 
When it is considered that there are 
more than 12 acres of lawn—six 
of which are in the front of the 
hospital—you know that there is an 
endless lawn-cutting job to be done. 

Over 500 yards of manure are 
needed yearly as fertilizer. 

A civilian visitor recently mis- 
construed the intent of the “Out 
of Bounds” signs seen about the 
grounds. He thought that they 
meant “Keep off the Grass.” Mr. 
Sandige emphasizes that the visitor 
was wrong, and that patients are 
always welcome to stretch out on 
the grass for their sun baths. 

The landscape department is a 
division of the Public Works De- 
partment headed by Lt. R. C. Lip- 
man (CEC USNR. 


Ro-bomb Attacks on U. S. 
‘Possible’ Say Experts 


Washington (CNS)—Robot bomb 
attacks on the continental U. S. 
are “entirely possible,” the War and 
Navy Departments disclosed re- 
cently, answering questions raised 
by stateside newspapers. Such at- 
tacks, a joint statement said, 
“might be launched from subma- 
rines lying offshore or from one- 
way sacrifice flights of long-range 
bombers controlled across the At- 
lantic by submarine. It is also pos- 


sible that attacks might be 
launched from catapult-plane 
tenders. It is extremely possible 


that such attacks could entirely 
elude Allied sea and air patrols.” 


First WAVE: “What’s a military 
objective, Helen.” 

Second WAVE: “Just walk past 
those Marines in front of ship’s 
service—you’ll find out.” 


|\Cantor Show 
A Sellout 


The staff and patients packed the 
auditorium to attend the Eddie 
Cantor show recently held under 
the auspices of the Victory Com- 
mittee. 

Luckily the patients in plaster 
easts restrained themselves from 
full belly-laughs or the cast room 
would have been over-taxed imme- 
diately after the hour and fifteen 
minute fun-packed show. 

Cantor sang many of his favorites 
from hit shows that his name and 
acting ability had pushed to box 
office successes. 

Adding spice to the program were 
Bert Gordon, the mad Russian; 
Nora Martin, a new Cantor find— 
lovely of face and voice; Leonard 
Sues, who put forth on the trumpet; 
Harry Bendoza, tops among magi- 
cians, who both amused and amazed 
his audience, and Betty Carpenter, 
who accompanied the cast on the 
piano. 

Ward-confined patients were not 
forgotten. Eddie and his troupe 
visited three wards where they 
autographed as well as entertained 
for the boys. 


HOSPITAL ORCHESTRA 
ON THE BEAM 


The hospital orchestra 
played eight dates during the 
past month, putting forth with 
danceable tunes that brought 
them the plaudits of audiences 
from Long Beach to Holly- 
wood. 


In addition to two dances on 
the compound, the boys played six 
outside dates which included the 
Army and Navy YMCA of Long 
Beach, the Long Beach Service- 
men’s Center and the Hollywood 
Canteen. 


Sign in a tailor shop: “Hats al- 
tered to fit any promotion.” 


Wave News 


By Doris Shelp, PhM2/c 


We all want you to meet Salty, 
our new mascot. We think he’s 
quite a pup, don’t you? 

Word has been received that a 
new specially designed women’s 
garrison cap has been authorized 
as an optional hat. It will be made 
of gray secersucker or blue serge 
and may be worn on or off the sta- 
tion. Official notice will be issued 
when we can start wearing them. 
We all hope the stores will soon 
have them for we are anxious to 
get into new hats. 

Another change is the new 
authorized sleeve markings. The 
markings of diagonal stripes three- 
sixteenths of an inch wide and 
two inches long. Seamen and Hos- 
pital Apprentices, second class, will 
wear two stripes, and Seamen and 
Hospital Apprentices, first class, 
will wear three stripes. The stripes 
are to be worn on the left sleeve 
between the shoulder and the el- 
bow in the same position as the rat- 
ing badge. The specialty marks 
shall be worn on the left sleeve 
centered immediately above the rec- 
tangular background of the Sea- 
man ratings. All Hospital Appren- 
tices will wear the specialty mark 
of the Hospital Corps. 

Some of us are still anxiously 
waiting to hear more about going 
overseas. We have heard that some 
of the girls in this area are to be 
in San Francisco December 1 for 
further orders. 

Four girls have left for other sta- 
tions recently. Laura McAndrews, 
HA2/c, will work in Physiotherapy 
in San Diego, and Lucille Sims, 
PhM3/c, is going to Low Pressure 
Chamber School in San Diego. Mary 
Hogan, PhM3/c, and Iavere (Root) 
Aulie,.Ph2/c, are both working in 
the laboratory at the Corona Naval 
Hospital. 

Ethel Anderson, HA1/c, of St. 
Charles, Illinois, reported here from 
Washington, D.C. She is under in- 
structions for Property and Ac- 
counting. 


Semd Your Aorta Home 


Telephone service continued uninterrupted as this picture of the hospital 


telephone operators was taken. 


When it is considered that these girls handle 


about 50 calls-per minute during the working day on two switchboards—you 


know that they are really “on the ball.” 


The girls say that the most hu- 


morous thing that ever happened in the office was when one of their num- 
ber plugged in and answered, ‘'This is the U. S. Naval ‘Headache’ ,”" purely 


by mistake, of course. 


The girls seated at the boards ‘are Mildred Levis 
(left) and Grayce Tinsley, civil employees. 


The WAVE members of the crew 


cre, from left to right: Betty Kaiser, PhM3/c, Marian Cardella, PhM3/c 
Patty Robison, PhM3/c, Georgia Coffey, HA1/c, and Rosemary Broy!, PhM3/c. 
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Nurses’ Log 

By Ens. Marion Ahiquist (NC) USNR 

Another month gone by! The 
month of November had the nurses 
buzzing about getting ready for a 
party. A huge success, of course. 
A ’Thank You” to all of our guests. 
It was a great pleasure having you 
with us for a visit in our comfort- 
able quarters, 

But mixed with our joy and care- 
free atmosphere was the note of 
“Farewell” to our Chief Nurse, Miss 
Lynch, who will resume her duties 
on a hospital ship. Bon voyage, Miss 
Lynch and Miss Border. We all wish 
you “smooth sailing.” We will miss 
you and express our appreciation 
for all that you did to make life 
pleasant for us. 

We all know that with every 
“good-bye” in the Navy, there is a 
corresponding “hello.” Welcome, 
Miss Olson. May your new duties 
as our Chief Nurse be a pleasure 
to you. 

This seems to be the time of the 
year when orders begin to arrive. 
We are saying “good-bye” daily. To 
those of you who are arriving, wel- 
come. As for those of you who are 
leaving—we are all wishing we 
could go, too, but for now—‘We 
shall be seeing you; wishing you 
all a pleasant tour of duty at your 
new stations. 

To those girls who have chosen 
another career, namely that of 
matrimony, congratulations and 
much happiness, from your Long 
Beach shipmates. 


Hollypark Entertains 


Patients 

Racing fans among the patients 
of this hospital have been enter- 
tained one day out of each week of 
the current racing season by the 
Hollywood Turf Club. Fifty boys 
have been selected for the event 


which included a luncheon at the |. 


Turf Club. 

The patients have enjoyed them- 
selves to the utmost due to the 
generosity of Mr. J. F. MacKenzie, 
manager of Hollywood Park. Mr. 
Jack Beaman and Mr. Leo J. (Hap) 
O’Connor (of the press box) are to 
be thanked for their efforts in mak- 
ing these jaunts possible. 

On 29 November the jockeys, 
headed by “Hap” O’Connor, “Broad- 
way Bill” and Bert Thompson (of 
the Jockeys’ Guild), visited Wards 
C-3 and B-3 in the hospital. The 
boys enjoyed their visit and said, 
“It is a greater thrill to be here 
than to ride a winner in a Derby.” 

The patients beseiged the jockeys 
with questions, but the leading 
question was, “Who's going to win 
the 5th tomorrow?” 

Among the visiting jockeys were 
Charles Ralls, Ralph Neves, R. 
Donoso, L. M. Jones, H. S. Jones, 
C. Bianco and Firman. 


Grand Falls, Mont. (CNS)—"“Din- 
ner’s ready, dear,’ Mrs. Frank 
Rogers called to her husband, who 
was repairing the roof. Mr. Rogers 
responded rapidly. He fell through 
the roof and the ceiling, landing 
in his regular place at the dining 
room table. 


Patti Searles, PhM2/c, of the Staff Office, accepts a pup which was sired 


by “Daisy,” the movie dog. 
made the presentation. 


Actress Janet Blair, Columbia Pictures star, 
The pup has been named ‘’Saity”’ as a result of a 


terrific contest in the WAVE quorters—where the lucky fellow is put-up. 


William Abshire, S2/c, talented hospital patient, is seen above doing a 
crayon sketch which was used as part of the decor at the nurses’ Thanks- 


giving party. 


Abshire, who attend Kansas City Art Institute, helped on lay- 


outs for the current issue of the AORTA. 


San Diego (CNS) — Police here 
are seeking a‘ couple of high pres- 
sure sailors who sold a bottle of 
bay rum to two youths as “rare old 
Jamaica rum.” The youths, who 
drank half the bottle, will survive, 
doctors say. 


Los Angeles (CNS)—Dolores Lo- 


zana awakened with a start. She 
thought she saw a “thin .man” 
standing at the foot of her bed. She 
screamed and kicked at the intru- 
der savagely—and fractured her toe 
on the bedpost. 


Red Cross Notes 


Having achieved a  seven-fold 
growth in membership, the Red 
Cross Gray Lady Corps will cele- 
brate its third Christmas of serv- 
ice on this hospital compound. 

Without the five Gray Ladies 
who contributed freely of both time 
and materials back in 1941, that 
Christmas would have been a bleak 
day for the nurses, corpsmen and 
patients assigned here. The hos- 
pital did not open until the fifteenth 
of December, yet in the ten inter- 
vening days these volunteers pro- 
vided and decorated trees for the 
nurses and corpsmen; decorated all 
the tables in the mess hall with 
greens, and distributed presents to 
every patient on Christmas morn- 
ing. Of the five original Gray 
Ladies, four are still active mem- 
bers of the corps. 

This Christmas a group of 35 
Gray Ladies will be aboard to see 
that gifts are distributed to pa- 
tients, WAVES and corpsmen; to 
assist in decorating trees in the 
wards, and to give the auditorium 
a festive appearance for the holi- 
day season. These tasks will be 
done in addition to their regular 
duties of covering the wards daily 
except Sunday, writing letters, 
shopping, running errands, teaching 
crafts and generally making the 
days of each patient more cheerful. 

Typical of the appreciation shown 
by patients is the following excerpts 
from a letter received by a Gray 
Lady at this hospital: “My dear 
Gray Lady: I want this letter to 
carry a thought to you. If I were 
to meet you face to face I am 
afraid I would not recognize you. 
You were just simply a Gray Lady. 
It was simply what you were do- 
ing, the attention that you gave me, 
and the manner in which you did it 
that has remained with me. Very 
few of us are able by our acts to 
detach the “personal” from our con- 
tacts. The Gray Lady, as I see her, 
has been able to do this. You may 
well be proud of what you are 
doing. 

You took an hour of my time 
which was monotonous, dreary and 
drab, and you made it interesting, 
pleasant and stimulating. That was 
a very hard thing to do for a man 
who was in a little pain, and filled 
with self-pity. 

May I tell you, at this time, that I 
tried my darndest to shoo you 
away? You see—I was blind. 

I thank whatever gods there may 
be that I was unable to. I want you 
to know that as I live the remainder 
of my life, I will do a kind thing— 
a worthy thing simply because I 
had the privilage of meeting a Gray 
Lady.” (Name of patient withheld). 

Edna _ Luttrell, American Red 
Cress social worker, was trans- 
ferred to the U. S, Naval Conva- 
lescent Hospital at Yosemite on 4 
December 1944, where she will serve 
as field director, Inez McCabe re- 
places Miss Luttrell. 


“Bertha” A Success 


“Bertha, the Beautiful Typewriter 
Girl,” an old-fashioned ‘Meller- 
drama,” was presented by the 
Cabrillo Players on 28 November in 
the auditorium. 

The gay 90’s lived once again as 
“our hero” foiled the “villain,” who 
muttered, “curses,” as he slunk 
snakily away. 
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